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The Texas General Land Office is pleased to present this calendar featuring 
the 40 winning entries in the Adopt-A-Beach program’s “Treasures of the 

Texas Coast” Children’s Art Contest. The annual contest is open to students in 
grades K through 6. Last year, more than 3,300 students from across the state 
submitted artwork illustrating what they value about the Texas coast. The 
calendar also contains facts about the Texas coast.   

Texas Adopt-A-Beach Program
The Texas Adopt-A-Beach program is an all-volunteer effort to remove trash 
from Texas beaches and to increase public awareness of the problems of 
marine debris and beach litter. Twice each year, volunteers check in at sites 
along the coast to pick up trash. Since the first cleanup in 1986, more than 
458,000 volunteers have removed 8,700 tons of trash from Texas beaches. 

The Texas Adopt-A-Beach program 
emphasizes the importance of education 
in preventing debris on Texas beaches. 
Years of data collection from beach 
cleanups have helped to identify many 
sources of this debris, which can be 
categorized into two major groups: land-
based sources and ocean-based sources. 

According to the Ocean Conservancy, land-based sources contribute 70 
percent of all trash found in the ocean. The largest source is trash washed off 
streets into storm drains that empty directly into streams, rivers, and bays. Each 
time it rains, runoff from the street picks up litter and other pollutants. 

Commercial fishing vessels, recreational boats, cargo vessels, and offshore 
petroleum rigs are just some of the ocean-based sources of marine debris. The 
various plastic wastes from these sources are among the most pervasive and 
threatening forms of debris found in our oceans. 

While the Adopt-A-Beach program is primarily funded by the Texas General 
Land Office, a key factor in the success of the program is support from the 
private sector. Generous contributions have helped carry our message that 
“Trashing Texas Beaches Isn’t Cool” to thousands of Texans. Businesses that 
have provided Adopt-A-Beach with trash bags, gloves, and souvenirs have 
taken the opportunity to associate their company name with a successful and 
worthy cause. 

2014 Calendar
For more information about how you can get involved in the Adopt-A-Beach 
program, call 1.877.TXCOAST or visit our website at texasadoptabeach.org. 

Texas Coastal Management Program 
The Texas Coastal Management Program (CMP) gives Texas the ability 
to coordinate coastal activities along the coast and to have a 
say in federal decisions that impact the state. It has enabled 
communities to plan and implement projects to revitalize 
coastal waterfronts, protect themselves against coastal 
hazards, and rebuild or enhance natural areas. Each year, 
the CMP funds numerous coastal projects through a 
competitive grants process and undertakes a variety 
of coastal initiatives aimed at protecting and enhancing 
16 coastal natural resource areas. 

The program is administered by the Texas General Land 
Office. However, the Coastal Coordination Advisory Committee 
was established to advise the land commissioner on matters related to 
the CMP. The committee is composed of the heads of seven state natural 
resource agencies, the director of the Texas Sea Grant College Program, and 
four members appointed by the governor to represent agriculture, local 
government, coastal businesses, and coastal residents. 

Special Thanks to Our Sponsors

For more information on the CMP, 
please visit glo.texas.gov 

or call 800.998.4GLO, and select option 8.



To be completed by the school (Please print clearly)
Student Name____________________________________________________________
Age_______________ Gender_________________________Grade_________________
School Name_____________________________________________________________
Telephone (_____)_________________________________________________________
School Address____________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________ Zip__________________________
Principal Name_________________________Teacher Name_______________________
Email Address____________________________________________________________

To be completed by the parent or guardian (Please print clearly)
Parent/Guardian Name_____________________________________________________
Daytime Telephone(_____)__________________ Evening(_____)___________________
Home Address____________________________________________________________
City_______________________ County________________________ Zip____________
Email Address____________________________________________________________

I, __________________________________, give ________________________________

permission to enter his/her drawing in the “Treasures of the Texas Coast 2014” Children’s 
Art Contest. I give the Texas General Land Office (GLO) permission to use the attached art 
and child’s name for Adopt-A-Beach (AAB) purposes, and I acknowledge and understand 
that the art will become the property of the GLO. I further grant permission to the GLO 
or its agents to use my child’s name and likeness in AAB advertising, publicity and other 
media. In addition, I understand that certain winners may be invited to attend AAB events. 
Participation in such events is voluntary and travel expenses will not be reimbursed if a 
winner chooses to attend. 

	 Parent/Guardian Signature ______________________________________	

	 Date_________________________	

Pledge of Originality:  I declare and avow that the art I am submitting to the Texas General 
Land Office Adopt-A-Beach program “Treasures of the Texas Coast” Children’s Art Contest 
is my own original work and not derived from (based upon) any other publicly available 
artwork. 

Student Signature ______________________________________

Contest Guidelines 
Entry Deadline: Monday, March 3, 2014

(Please print name of parent/guardian) (Please print name of student)

PARENTAL RELEASE FORM
Entry Deadline: Monday, March 3, 2014

“Treasures of the Texas Coast” Children’s Art Contest

	 SEND ENTRIES TO:
	 Adopt-A-Beach Program: Children’s Art Contest 2014
	 Texas General Land Office
	 P.O. Box 12873
	 Austin, Texas 78711-2873

1. 	 Artwork should be based on the theme “Treasures of the Texas Coast” and should 
depict why the Texas coast is important or special to the student. 

2. 	 Artwork must be original and must be a horizontal or vertical drawing or painting 
measuring approximately eight and a half (8 1/2”) by eleven (11”) inches. The size 
should not include a mat or border.  Entries must not be framed, under glass, or 
have a protective covering that is attached to the art.  

3. 	 Acceptable art media are paint (acrylic or water color), colored pencil, colored 
markers, ink, crayon, and chalk or pastel (fixed). Three-dimensional pieces, includ-
ing collages, computer printouts, photography, or photocopies are not eligible. 
Nothing may be glued, stapled or attached to the front of the artwork in any way. 
For display purposes, colorful entries are preferred. Please do not write on the 
front of the artwork. No use of company logos, product brands, or store names. 
Any entries using such items will be disqualified.

4. 	 All entries must have a completed parental release form affixed to the back of the 
artwork. Use a clear glue stick or tape the form. Do not staple or paper clip the 
form as it damages the artwork.

5.	 Winners will be announced in mid-April. Ten entries from each category will be 
selected for awards. Winners will be determined by a panel of judges. Judging will 
be based on originality, creativity and consistency with the theme “Treasures of 
the Texas Coast.”

6.	 Damaged, late or previously entered artwork is not eligible. The GLO’s determina-
tion regarding lost, damaged, late or previous artwork will be final.

7.	 All artwork becomes the property of the GLO. Winners and their parents/guard-
ians agree to the GLO’s use of their artwork and names to promote the Adopt-A-
Beach program. Artist credit will be given.

8.	 Since entries will not be returned, you may want to color copy the artwork prior 
to mailing it to the GLO.

9.	 Household family members of GLO employees are not eligible.

10.	 All entries must be postmarked by Monday, March 3, 2014.

11.	 The contest is void where prohibited.

12.	 All taxes on prizes are the sole responsibility of the prize winner.



Grand Prize Winner Nia-Isabella Garza, Age 11
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Texas is the only state in the nation that has an Open Beaches Act. Beaches can be privately 
owned, but are subject to the public beach easement, allowing the public free and unrestricted 
access to and use of the beach.
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Carter Kickendahl, Age 6
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The tarpon, a spectacular large fish which rightly carries the name of Silver King, is unmistakable. 
It has been known to exceed 300 pounds, but the Texas record is 210 pounds, 86.25 inches, set in 
1973.
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Elle Gorman, Age 7

Rachel Ward, Age 11

Washington’s 
Birthday



Jennifer Fernandez, Age 11
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Tripletails are odd-looking, deep-bodied fish that often float on their sides at the water’s surface, 
the coloration and movements resembling that of a dead leaf. They are frequently mistaken for 
floating debris.
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Christopher Webb, Age 12
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The Gulf Stone Crab loses its limbs easily to escape from predators or tight spaces, but its limbs 
will grow back. When a claw is broken in the right place, the wound will quickly heal itself and very 
little blood is lost. 
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Jessica Liu, Age 10
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Caroline Spence, Age 10
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The southern flounder, a flatfish, is compressed laterally and spends most of its life lying and 
swimming along the bottom of the ocean. 
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The Gulf of Mexico yields more finfish, shrimp, and shellfish annually than the south and mid-
Atlantic, Chesapeake, and New England areas combined.
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Nathaly Sainz, Age 12
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The Gulf has a variety of habitats, from shallow coastal areas and coral reefs to deep underwater 
areas. The Gulf’s deepest area is Sigsbee Deep, which is estimated to be about 13,000 feet deep.
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Kerigan Baumgartner, Age 8

Anna Valenzuela, Age 8



Cynthia Renteria, Age 9
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More than 400 species of shells can be found in the Gulf of Mexico. Gulf beaches are considered 
the best shelling beaches in North America.
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Megan Do, Age 12
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Groups of two to six bottlenose dolphins are regularly observed creating a bow wave to force 
their prey out of the water. The dolphins follow these fish, stranding themselves briefly, to eat 
their prey before twisting their bodies back and forth in order to slide back into the water.
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Ezra Suk, Age 10
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The Gulf of Mexico was created by continental plates colliding in the Late Triassic period, around 
300 million years ago, and then by the sea floor sinking.
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Deyanira Garza, Age 7
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Radar technology has shown that hundreds of millions of birds cross the Gulf of Mexico at night 
during migrations, with as many as 2.5 million landing in Louisiana to rest each day.
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Lindsey London, Age 8
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There are many historical shipwrecks in the gulf—numbering more than 750 known wrecks. While 
many are from the more recent world wars, some date as far back as the 16th and 17th centuries.
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The Texas General Land Office does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age or disability in employment 
or the provision of services. To request special accommodations, call the 
Director of Human Resources/ADA Coordinator at 512-475-1390. To contact 
us by TDD call 512-463-5330 or through RELAY Texas at 1-800-735-2988, or 
mail your request to P.O. Box 12873, Austin, Texas 78711-2873.

A publication of the Texas General Land Office 
pursuant to National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration Award No. NA13NOS4190113.
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